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“ lwo strategies: cooperate The prisoners’ dilemma is a metaphor for situations where egoism is profitable in a short perspective but cooperation
or defect D is best in the long run.

“ Such situations are everywhere in all levels of society . . . from household disputes to global politics.

'I;]he Jain cf)f ﬁ player Is To study the cooperation in social space Nowak & May let embedded the players in a geometry and let them interact
the sum of the gain over only with their local surrounding.

The Interaction pattern among people is highly complex . . . so we put the prisoners’ dilemma dynamics in its
most natural setting: in a empirically acquired social network
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Players follows the strategy of the high-
scorer among the neighbors and his/herself
("bounded rationality paradigm”).
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X Complex time series over a large parameter range Spikes and transitions between quasi-stable states X The distribution of cooperator density (for a specific b value) is independent of the muta-
(and noise + high frequency oscillations, as on tion rate and forms a fingerprint of the network.
regular networks)
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